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draft 2017 GLES General Summer Watering Guide 

Sign up for garden volunteering at SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/2rMp77  
 
The basic watering plan is water what can be reached with a hose from various spigots. 

Equipment 
 
1. Garden gate key -  
2. The ZURN watering key (Fig. 1) is attached to a small plastic orange shovel, hanging on a wall 

peg on the right side.  

 
Figure 1. ZURN watering key. 

3. Spigots, hoses 
4. In the Tool Shed, there is a sprayer/nozzles and watering cans, as well as work tools, gloves, 

and compost bags.     

Safety 
1. Please do not let kids play in the shed, as there are sharp tools.  
2. The wind can blow the door shut unexpectedly. Use the hook on the outside to secure it. 

What to Water 

How to Water 
 

1. Please water every other day (see the SignUp). It should take 1-2 hours each time. 
a. Inside garden fence takes 1 person 1 hour to water. 
b. Front of school takes 1 person 1 hour to water. 

http://signup.com/go/2rMp77
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2. If the soil is wet, don’t water. If it has rained, don’t assume that the roots got enough 
moisture, especially in the summer. You may need to stick your finger in the ground to 
see if it is dry or wet. 

3. Water the soil, not the leaves. Water specific plants, not the general area. Each garden 
bed has a few plants which need water. See the “Detailed Watering Guide” for 
information. 

4. Smaller plants need less water than larger plants. Slowly count to 10 for perennials and 
ferns, to 20 for shrubs and trees. 

5. The tree gators/bladders will slowly release water in the ground. Fill them each time you 
water. If you notice the water has not drained, then the holes are likely plugged. You will 
need to water the tree by hand. Also please drain and remove the plugged gator and put 
it in the shed. 

6. Soaker hoses will be set up around the garden. Attach a garden hose to the soaker hose, 
then to a spigot and water. 

What to Water 
1. water what can be reached with a hose from various spigots. The school building has 

several water “spigots” built into the walls. They look like square metal plates about knee 
high, with ZURN on them (Fig. 1). Figure 2 shows the locations of where to water and the 
spigots. 
a. Spigot/Hose 1, then coil it up. 
b. Spigot/Hose 2. Water what is in reach, then connect #2 to #3. Water in Olallie what is 

in reach, and then connect to #4 and water that section. Then detach and coil 4, 3, 2. 
Put the key and nozzle back in the shed. Leave the on/off switches on the hoses 

c. Hose 3 
d. Hose 4 

2. Containers usually need to be watered each visit as they dry out faster than the ground.  
3. In the summer, hoses can be left near but unattached to the wall in a neat figure 8.  

 



 

File: Garden Summer Watering Guide -201.docx 
 

 
Figure 2. GLES garden watering map and spigot locations. 

Weeding & Gardening 
 
Please feel free to weed and tend the garden. You can put the weeds into the brown paper yard 
waste bags (from the tool shed) and leave near the composter dumpster near the bike rack. 
Contact the School District (see contacts below) to tell them to pick them up on their next visit. 

Problems 
 
Bees  
If you get stung or see a nest of wasps/hornets in the ground, please contact the lead gardener 
and the Seattle School District Grounds Crew via Gretchen DeDecker or Sean McManus: 
gdedecker@seattleschools.org tel 206-252-0637, smmcmanus@seattleschools.org office tel 
206-252-0619 and cell for emergencies 206-909-7974.  Also, please mark the area with the 
CAUTION tape that is in the Tool Shed. 

mailto:gdedecker@seattleschools.org
mailto:smmcmanus@seattleschools.org


 

File: Garden Summer Watering Guide -201.docx 
 

 

Contacts 
 
GLES parent volunteer contacts: 
 

1. The lead gardener is Mary Pearsall: mary@maluma.us ; cell. 415-706-1580 
2. Heather Dohan: jitterbugme@juno.com ; cell. 206-948-6462 
3. Joanne Kaufman: joannekaufman@hotmail.com ; cell. 206-817-2760 

 
 
Seattle School District Contacts 
 
Grounds Crew 
Gretchen DeDecker - gdedecker@seattleschools.org ; tel 206-252-0637 
Sean McManus -  smmcmanus@seattleschools.org ;office tel 206-252-0619  
cell for emergencies 206-909-7974 
 
 

  

mailto:mary@maluma.us
mailto:jitterbugme@juno.com
mailto:joannekaufman@hotmail.com
mailto:gdedecker@seattleschools.org
mailto:smmcmanus@seattleschools.org
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Watering Areas 
 

Spigot # 1 (Hose 1) near the Kindergarten/Team A entryway 
This hose will reach the following Planting Beds: 
 

East Side Planting Bed 
Butterfly bush (2 plants) 
Sword fern (7 plants) 
 
Kindergarten/Team A Entry Planting Bed 
All plants under the roof overhang  
Wooden Raised Planter 
Rhododendron (1) 
Ornamental grasses under Rhododendron (lots) 
 
Front and Center Planting Bed 
Ninebark (1) has purple leaves, near the wall spigot 
David’s Viburnum (5) 
Butterfly bush (1) 

 

Spigot #2 (Hose 2) near the Main Office 
This hose will reach these beds: 
 

Main Entry Planting Bed and Containers 
Acanthus (1) 
Rose of Sharon/Hibiscus (1) 
Rhododendron (1) 
Metal Containers (3) and base 
 
West Side Planting Bed 
Blue ornamental grasses (2 clusters) 
Purple Heuchera (4 clusters) 
Potentilla (2 small ones) small shrub with small leaves 

 

“Hose Resting Place” (Hose 3) at SW corner of GLES 
This location is not a source of water, but it is a good place to leave a hose (Hose 3) to connect 
to Hose 2 from Spigot #2. After you connect the two together, drag it across the path and into 
Olallie Garden through the metal rail fence. Take a look at the laminated map of Olallie for the 
bed names. 
 

Olallie Garden/ Seattle’s Backyard 
Raised Vegetable Beds (4) GLSA maintains this summer. 
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Metal Containers (3) 
Huckleberry (2) 
Shrub Dogwood (1) 
Ferns (6) 
Tiarella (2) yellow/chartreuse leaves 
 
Near Tool Shed  
Rhododendron (1) 
Tree Dogwoods (2) 

 

“Hose Resting Place” (#4) near the Tool Shed 
Again, this area is not a source of water, but a good place to leave a hose. Hose 4 is a long, grey 
hose. Connect 3 and 4 to reach the far side of the Olallie Garden.  
 

Near wooden Bench along N 65th St 
Amelanchier shrub (1) with gator 
 
Cascade Slope 
Vancouveria (a clump) - a groundcover on the “plateau” near the big log 
Mt Hemlocks (2) both with gators 
 
Woods  
Vine Maple (2) both with gators 
 
Hedgerow 
berry patch near sculpture 
Metal bin with Olallie berry plants 
 
Beach 
Thrift (15) -looks like a small clump of grass at the base of the sculpture- they don’t need 
much water, just count to 5 for each. 
 
Tool Shed 
The green roof of the tool shed does need to be watered once a month. Let’s have the 
waterer for the first week of each month be the one. You might be able to feed the grey 
Hose 4 through the metal rail fence along N 65th St and climb through to water from the 
sidewalk. 
 
 
 


