


Olallie Native Garden and Wildlife Sanctuary 

OLALLIE NATIVE GARDEN AND WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

Place of Many Berries 

Certified through The National Wildlife Federation and the Washington 
Department of Wildlife, Olallie Garden is a 6,000 square foot Native Garden 
and Wildlife Sanctuary located on the grounds of Green Lake Elementary 
School.  This educational garden was planted 17 years ago by a group of 
dedicated and hardworking parents at Green Lake Elementary School.  Using a 
Neighborhood Matching Fund Grant from the City and lots of volunteerism, 

these parents transformed a marshy patch of grass into a natural landscape delighting wild birds, 
students and neighbors alike. 
 

Today, a new generation of PTA parents are looking to improve and enhance this natural habitat.  

Green Lake Elementary School has a diverse student population, including some of the districts 

severely disabled students; as such a primary focus to our improvements will be to make the garden 

accessible to these students.  Another focus will be to enhance the educational opportunities of the 

garden including informative signage and to connect the garden to the larger Green Lake 

community.   

 

Olallie: Chinook for “place of many berries” 
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About Our Organization 
 

The Parent Teacher Association of Green Lake Elementary School (“PTA”) is a strong community 

organization with over 172 active members.  The PTA is a 501(c)(3) organization and is governed 

and operated entirely by volunteers.  Our website can be found at www.greenlakedragons.org.  

Without the tremendous dedication and enthusiasm of this organization, many of the programs that 

enrich the lives of our students, teachers and the surrounding area would be missing.  The 

organization’s primary focus has been on the educational needs of our students, as reflected by our 

sponsorship of reading, music, swimming and art classes.  In addition, the Green Lake PTA 

recognizes the importance of the larger community and makes every effort to bring families and 

neighbors together through various extra-curricular activities (field trips, after-school clubs, evening 

social events, etc.) and community use of the school (precinct voting site, adult sports programs, 

school-year and summer childcare programs).  The organization strives to create and maintain the 

type of vibrant and close-knit community that is necessary to achieve our high academic goals and to 

promote the overall welfare of our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.greenlakedragons.org/
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Project Description 
General Garden Clean Up:  Green Lake Garden Club, along with its community partners, will 

complete an extensive garden upgrade including pruning, removal of invasive exotics, mulching and 

amending the soil.   

 

Pathways:  With the clean up completed, new defined pathways will be created with a focus on 

making them wheelchair accessible.  Special “trails” will invite children to explore the natural 

landscape and discover hidden pockets.   

 

Main Entrance and Signage:  A main entrance to the garden will be delineated by a fixed 

structure.  A permanent sign at the main entrance will describe garden features including a map and 

description of native plant specimens and wild birds.  Secondary signage within the garden will 

highlight specific areas and another interactive sign will be mounted at the sidewalk fence off 65th 

Street, connecting the garden to the larger Green Lake community. 

 

Outdoor Classroom:  Outdoor seating will be installed in a circular pattern providing a meeting 

area where teachers can conduct instructional seminars.  Additional benches will be added to specific 

areas.  Benches will be constructed on site using sustainable building methods and natural and 

renewable materials. 

 

Demonstration Vegetable Garden:  Raised vegetable and herb gardens will be constructed and 

tied to classroom curriculum.  A nearby tool shed will feature a “green” planted roof with an 

associated rain barrel for water to be used at the vegetable gardens.  Compost and worm bins will 

complete the circle as students see their lunchtime waste become organic amendments to the 

gardens. 

 

Wildlife Habitats:  Bird houses and baths will be added to encourage wild bird activity. 

 

Sensory Garden:  Wheelchair height planters will be installed along the main path through the 

garden.  These planters will be a screen further delineating the garden from the school, while still 

providing open and easy access into Olallie.  The planters will be filled with interesting plants that 

stimulate our senses of touch, smell, hearing and sight.  The Sensory Garden will also be duplicated 

at the entrance of the Team A classroom. 

 

Public Art:  Olallie Garden will also provide space for public outdoor art from students and the 

community at large that is child friendly, touchable and inclusive. 

 

Science Exploration:  Working with the teachers of Green Lake Elementary School, elements that 

will invigorate scientific inquiry will be added for direct investigation by the students 
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