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GLES General Summer Watering Guide  updated: 06/10/2018 

THANK YOU for watering the garden! 

This guide as complete as possible, but if you have any questions or suggestions please contact 

us. 
 
Sign up for garden volunteering at SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/dHcDPui  

Contents 
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The basic watering plan is to: 
     1) water vegetable plants, flowers, and flagged new plantings within the garden 
     2) water the landscape/flower beds in the front of the school building1 

Equipment  
 
1. Garden gate key – the garden gate key is in a lock box located on the outside of the garden 

entrance near the bike rack (Fig. 1).  

 

 
Figure 1. Garden key is in a lock box near to the right of the gate. 

 

 
a. To open, punch in the code (available from Heather Dohan or Sheri Skuja or the school 

office), then push button at top down & open. 
b. To lock, put key back in the lock box, punch the code, then push button at top down & 

push door closed. 

                                                 
1
 GLES has an agreement with SPS that if GLES volunteers weed and water the front landscape of the school, SPS 

will not use herbicide and/or pesticide in the general walkways. 

http://signup.com/go/dHcDPui
mailto:sskuja@yahoo.com
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2. Shed combination lock – the garden shed has a combination lock. The 4-digits of the code 
need to be aligned perfectly to open and to relock. When locking, line up the code, move 
one digit and return to correct position. This should lock the lock.  The code is available from 
Heather Dohan or Sheri Skuja or the office. 

 
3. The ZURN watering key (Fig. 2) is attached to a small plastic orange shovel, hanging on a 

wall peg on the right side inside the shed. This key opens the water spigot doors located on 
the front of the school building (by the office entrance and Team A entrance). 

   
Figure 2. ZURN watering key (left) and ZURN watering key and Sunnyside cafeteria corner key (right). 

 
4. The green spigot knob is hanging on a wall peg on the right side inside the shed. This green 

spigot knob is used to turn on the water at the cafeteria water spigot closest to Sunnyside 
(spigot #3 on map in Fig.3). 

5. Water spigots (see below) and hoses (coiled up at spigots when not in use). 
6. The Tool Shed contains garden gloves (adults and kids), garden tools (some kid tools), 

compost bags, and a first aid kit. Watering cans are located outside on the left side of the 
shed. Please kindly remember to put away your tools and keep the shed straightened up for 
others to use with ease. 

How to Water 
 

1. Please water every other day (see the SignUp). Any amount of watering helps. In general 
watering for: 
a. Inside garden the fence takes 1 person 1 hour to water. 
b. Front of school takes 1 person 1 hour to water. 

2. If the soil is wet, don’t water. If it has rained, don’t assume that the roots got enough 
moisture, especially in the summer. You may need to stick your finger in the ground to 
see if it is dry or wet. 

3. Water the soil, not the leaves. Water specific plants, not the general area. Each garden 
bed has a few plants which need water; new plantings are marked with a flag or plastic 
pot around the base of the plant.  

mailto:sskuja@yahoo.com
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4. Smaller plants need less water than larger plants. Slowly count to 10 for perennials and 
ferns, to 20 for shrubs and trees. 

5. The tree gators/bladders will slowly release water in the ground. Fill them each time you 
water.  
a. The Dogwood tree outside the garden fence near the bike rack has a tree bladder 

that needs to be check and filled as needed. If you notice the water has not drained, 
then the holes are likely plugged. You will need to water the tree by hand. Also, 
please drain and remove the plugged gator and put it by the shed. 

b. The cedar tree in the corner of the garden (near NE 65th & Sunnyside). 
6. Soaker hoses. Simply attach the watering hose to the soaker hose and turn on water. 

Water for 15 minutes, then disconnect and attach to another soaker hose until all three 
areas have been watered. 
 
There are 3 soaker hoses set up: 
a. Cistern flower bed near school entrance and automatic door opener (connect hose 

closest to entrance; Fig. 3.) 

 
Figure 3. Cistern flower bed. Soaker hose connection is near the entrance to the building, hear the automatic door opener. 

b. Long flower bed (east) along fence (connect hose in the middle of the bed near the 
growing sunflower; Fig. 4) 

 
Figure 4. East flower bed. Soaker hose connection in the middle of the bed, near the growing sunflower. 
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c. Flower bed across from cafeteria with metal basket/ball sculpture (connect hose 
behind sculpture, near lupine; Fig. 5) 

  
 

   
Figure 5.  Sculpture flower bed. Soaker hose connection behind the sculpture near the lupine (purple flower in right image). 

 
Water Spigots 

1. Water what can be reached with a hose from various spigots. You can attach several 
hoses together if you prefer. In the summer, hoses can be left near but unattached to the 
wall neatly coiled up. 

 
Figure 6. GLES garden watering map and spigot locations. 
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a. In the garden, there are 3 water spigots (Fig. 6). 

i. The blue hand pump (spigot #1, Fig. 6 and Fig. 7) is used by attached a hose as 
shown in Fig. 3 and pulling the handle up, the water will come out the round 
opening pointed to the ground (no hoses in Fig. 3). There is a ring around this 
opening pull it down and then the water will go out the other opening, which has a 
hose attached in Fig.6 Water.  Push handle down to shut off water. Coil up hose in 
front of spigot leaving hose attached. **with 3 hoses attached to this spigot, you 
can reach the far corner of the garden- NE 65th & Sunnyside** 

   
Figure 7.  Spigot #1 –the blue hand pump 

   

ii. The cistern (spigot #2, Fig. 6 and Fig. 8) is used by attaching a hose to the spigot. 
There is a white lever on the right side of the spigot. Pull this down towards you, 
this is the open position (parallel to the ground). Turn spigot knob on. Water. Turn 
spigot knob off and push white lever up to the off position. Coil up hose in front of 
spigot leaving hose attached. 
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Figure 8.  Spigot #2 – the cistern 

    

iii. Spigot at the corner of the cafeteria towards Sunnyside (spigot #3, Fig. 6 and Fig. 9) 
is used with the key attached to the orange shovel and ZURN key (Fig. 1). The key 
looks like a wind up key with a flat handle. The key actually is a circle, which opens 
the door to the spigot and use the green spigot knob to turn the water on (Fig. 9). 

 

   
Figure 9. Spigot #3 – Sunnyside cafeteria corner 

      
b.  The front of the school building has several water spigots built into the walls. They look 

like square metal plates about knee high, with ZURN on them (Fig. 1). 
 

i. Spigot near the front office (Fig. 10 ) is used by using the ZURN key to open the 
outside door to the spigot, attach a hose, use the ZURN key again to turn water on. 
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Water. Turn the water off, disconnect the hose, and close and lock the outside 
door to the spigot. 

 

   
Figure 10. Spigot near the front office, on the left as walking to the office door. 

     
 

ii. Spigot near Team A entrance (Fig. 11) is used by using the ZURN key to open the 
outside door to the spigot, attach a hose, use the ZURN key again to turn water on. 
Water. Turn the water off, disconnect the hose, and close and lock the outside door 
to the spigot. 

 

  
Figure 11. Spigot near Team A entrance. Spigot is on the front face of the building, left side as you walk to the entrance. 

   

What to Water 
 
Figure 6 shows the areas in the garden to water, marked with a ‘W’. Basically water: 

1. Water vegetable beds, flowers, and new plantings marked with flags or plastic pots 
around the planting. 

2. Water containers and raised planter boxes usually need to be watered each visit as they 
dry out faster than the ground.  
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Weeding & Gardening 
 
Please feel free to weed and tend the garden. Figure 6 shows areas to weed, marked with ‘WE’, 
though weeds appear everywhere and should be removed when observed.  You can put the 
weeds into the brown paper yard waste bags (from the tool shed) and leave near the 
composter dumpster near the bike rack.  
 
Contact the School District (see contacts below) to tell them to pick them up on their next visit 
or let one of the GLES Garden Parent Volunteers know and they can contact the School District. 

Safety 
1. Please do not let kids play in the shed, as there are sharp tools.  
2. The wind can blow the door shut unexpectedly. Use the hook on the outside to secure it.  

Problems 
 
Wasps/Hornets  
If you get stung or see a nest of wasps/hornets in the ground, please contact the lead gardener 
and the Seattle School District Grounds Crew via Gretchen DeDecker or Sean McManus: 
gdedecker@seattleschools.org tel 206-252-0637, smmcmanus@seattleschools.org office tel 
206-252-0619 and cell for emergencies 206-909-7974.  Also, please mark the area with the 
CAUTION tape that is in the Tool Shed. 

Contacts 
 
GLES parent volunteer contacts 
 
Lead Parent Volunteers/Gardeners: 

Heather Dohan or Sheri Skuja at: olalliegarden@greenlakedragons.org  
 

Green Lake Elementary School 
Main office - 206-252-5320 
Principal – Joanne Bowers – jbowers@seattleschools.org  
School Secretary – Jennifer Allen - jjallen@seattleschools.org 
 
Seattle School District Contacts 
Grounds Crew 
Gretchen DeDecker - gdedecker@seattleschools.org ; tel. 206-252-0637 
Sean McManus -  smmcmanus@seattleschools.org ; office tel. 206-252-0619  
for emergencies  cell. 206-909-7974 

mailto:gdedecker@seattleschools.org
mailto:smmcmanus@seattleschools.org
mailto:olalliegarden@greenlakedragons.org
mailto:jbowers@seattleschools.org
http://www.greenlakedragons.org/
mailto:gdedecker@seattleschools.org
mailto:smmcmanus@seattleschools.org

